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LIVINGSTON COUNTY WATER WELL PERMIT AND WATER SUPPLY ORDINANCE
$2009- Y3

SECTION 1
PURPOSE
An ordinance regulating individual water supply systems, construction and/or reconstruction of such
systems within the limits of Livingston County, Illinois, providing for the enforcement of the current and
subsequent Illinois Department of Public Health Illinois Water Well Construction Code (77 Illinois
Administrative Code 920), the Illinois Water Well Pump Installation Code (77 Illinois Administrative
Code 925), and the Illinois Department of Public Health Surface Source Water Treatment Code (77
Illinois Administrative Code 930).

This ordinance is established to eliminate disease transmission and chemical poisons through provision
of a safe, potable, adequate supply of water for drinking, culinary and sanitary purposes for every
individual within the health jurisdiction. Pursuant to the powers granted to the Livingston County Board
by the Statutes of the State of Illinois in such case made and provided therefore, and Whereas, the
improper construction and/or reconstruction of Individual water supply systems is a menace to the public
health.

SECTION 2
RULES AND REGULATIONS

In addition to those provisions set forth herein, this ordinance shall be interpreted and enforced in
accordance with the requirements set forth by the Illinois Department of Public Health Illinois Water
Well Construction Code (77 Illinois Administrative Code 920) and any subsequent amendments or
revisions thereto, the [llinois Water Well Pump Installation Code (77 Illinois Administrative Code 925),
and any subsequent amendments or revisions thereto, and the Illinois Department of Public Health
Surface Source Water Treatment Code (77 Illinois Administrative Code 930) and any subsequent
amendments or revisions thereto, the Public Area Sanitary Practice Code (77 Illinois Administrative
Code 895), and the Safe Drinking Water Code (77 Illinois Administrative Code 900) which are hereby
made part of this ordinance by reference. Three (3) copies of each set of rules and regulations shall be
on file in the office of the Livingston County Clerk.

SECTION 3
DEFINITIONS

"Public Water System" means a system for the provision to the public of piped water for human
consumption, if the system has at least 15 service connections or regularly serves an average of at least
25 individuals daily at least 60 days per year. The term Public Water System includes any collection,
treatment, storage and distribution facilities under control of the operator of such system and used
primarily in connection with such system and any collection or pretreatment storage facilities not under
such control which are used primarily in connection with such system.



"Community Water System" means a public water system which serves at least 15 service connections
used by residents or regularly serves at least 25 residents at least 60 days a year.

"Non-Community Water System" means a public water system that is not a community water system,
that has at least 15 service connections used by non-residents, or regularly serves 25 or more
non-resident individuals daily for at least 60 days a year.

"Semi-Private Water System" means a water supply which is not a public water system, yet which serves
a segment of the public other than an owner-occupied single family dwelling.

Water Well — means any excavation that is drilled, cored, bored, washed, driven, dug, jetted or otherwise
constructed when the intended use of such excavation is for the location, division, artificial recharge, or
acquisition of ground water, but such term does not include an excavation made for the purpose of
obtaining or prospecting for oil, natural gas, minerals or products of mining or quarrying or for inserting
media to repressure oil or natural gas bearing formations or for storing petroleum, natural gas or other
products or for observation or any other purpose in connection with the development or operation of a
gas storage project.

SECTION 4
PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY USE

In those locations where a public water supply is reasonably available, that supply should be the sole
source of water for drinking and culinary purposes.

SECTION 5
WATER SUPPLY LOCATION, CONSTRUCTION, AND REPAIR

A. Water wells. Except as otherwise herein provided, the location, construction, repair and
disinfection of water wells, and the installation of water well pumps, shall be in accordance with
the requirements set forth by the Illinois Department of Public Health Illinois Water Well
Construction Code (77 Illinois Administrative Code 920) and Illinois Water Well Pump
Installation Code (77 Illinois Administrative Code 925), which are hereby made part of this
ordinance by reference. Copies of said Regulations shall be available at the Livingston County
Public Health Department office. Wells that are abandoned shall be sealed in a manner
prescribed by the Illinois Water Well Construction Code.

B. Surface Water Supplies. All water systems which receive their source of water from ponds,
lakes, streams, rivers or other surface collectors of water shall be designed, constructed, and
operated in accordance with the Illinois Department of Public Health Surface Source Water
Treatment Code (77 Illinois Administrative Code 930).



& Cisterns. Cisterns shall not be used for a water supply except where adequate groundwater
resources are not available. Cistern water and surface water supplies shall receive treatment in
accordance with the Illinois Department of Public Health Surface Source Water Treatment Code
(77 Nlinois Administrative Code 930).

SECTION 6
DISINFECTION AND ANALYSIS

All components of a new water well construction and/or modifications shall be thoroughly disinfected
with a strong chlorine solution which will yield a dosage of at least 100 parts per million to the water in
the well and piping system. After purging the water system of any chlorine residual, a water sample
shall be taken and analyzed by a certified laboratory and satisfactory results obtained prior to utilizing
the water system for drinking and culinary purposes. The water obtained from a semi-private water
supply shall meet the requirements of the Public Area Sanitary Practice Code, Section 895.20 (b} and the
water obtained from a private well shall meet the bacteriological and nitrate requirements of the Primary
Drinking Water Standards (35 111 Admin Code 611). The water from a private water system, having
surface water as its source shall meet the nitrate/nitrite, bacteriological and turbidity requirements of the
Primary Drinking Water Standards (35 Il Admin. Code 611).

SECTION 7
EXEMPTIONS

The requirement for permit in this ordinance shall not be applicable to wells intended to serve a
community public water supply system, and to monitoring wells.

SECTION 8
PERMIT REQUIRED
No water well shall be constructed or deepened in Livingston County, except in accordance with these
regulations and it shall be unlawful to proceed with the construction of a potable water well without first
obtaining a permit from the Livingston County Public Health Department. All wells and pumps shall be
maintained in a safe condition by the owner. A non-community public water supply shall not be
operated without first obtaining a permit from the Illinois Department of Public Health.

SECTION 9
APPLICATION FOR PERMIT

Applications for permits shall be in writing and in such form that shall be prescribed by the Livingston
County Public Health Department. The Livingston County Board of Health may set fees to be collected
by the Livingston County Public Health Department to offset the cost of administering the program
pursuant to this ordinance. Permit fees for units of government or school districts are waived.

If the well is unsatisfactory for the purpose intended, it shall be properly sealed and another well
developed at no additional charge, provided the development of the alternate well is commenced within
three months from the date of the initial well construction. The well permit fee is non-refundable.



SECTION 10
REQUIRED INSPECTION

The Livingston County Public Health Department shall be notified by telephone or in writing at least 48
hours prior to the commencement of any work to construct or deepen a water well for which a permit has
been issued, or to seal a water well, boring, or monitoring well. The Livingston County Public Health
Department shall be allowed access to any property for the purpose of performing inspection of water
well construction or to inspect the sealing of wells or to investigate abandoned wells.

SECTION 11
LICENSING OF WELL DRILLERS AND PUMP INSTALLERS

All individuals who construct water wells and install well pumps shall be licensed by the Illinois
Department of Public Health in accordance with the Water Well and Pump Installation Contractor's
License Act 225 ILCS 345.

SECTION 12
GEOTHERMAL EXCHANGE SYSTEMS

DEFINITIONS

Geothermal exchange system — a sealed, watertight loop of pipe buried outside of a building foundation,
which is intended to recirculate a liquid solution through a heat exchanger. This includes but is not
limited to vertical loop, horizontal loop and body of water loop systems.

Geothermal exchange system contractor — any individual who installs geothermal exchange systems
except a geothermal exchange system excavator

Geothermal exchange system excavator — any individual who excavates for the purpose of installing a
geothermal exchange system. This includes but is not limited to drilling, boring, jetting, or digging.

REGISTRATION REQUIREMENT

No geothermal exchange system shall be constructed or modified in Livingston County, except in
accordance with these regulations, and it shall be unlawful to proceed with the construction or
modification of a geothermal exchange system without first registering the location and type of
geothermal exchange system with the Livingston County Health Department.

EXEMPTION

Geothermal exchange systems installed within the corporate limits of a municipality shall be exempt
from the registration requirement of the ordinance provided the municipality has a geothermal exchange
system permitting or registration process in place.



SEPTIC SYSTEM SETBACK

In order to protect the sewage disposal system and a horizontal geothermal exchange system; there shall
be a minimum set back of fifteen (15) feet between the systems.

APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION

Application for registration for a geothermal exchange system shall be in writing and in such form that
shall be prescribed by the Livingston County Health Department. Every application shall be signed by
the geothermal exchange system contractor. A separate application is required for every 5 vertical loop
wells or 5 horizontal loop trenches.

The application shall be accompanied by a plan showing the location of all existing structures, wells,
septic tanks, secondary sewage treatment units, cesspools, privies, sewers, lakes, ponds or streams on the
applicant’s property and on neighboring properties, if they are within 200 feet of the proposed
geothermal exchange systems(s).

Prior to the approval of the registration, the Livingston County Health Department, at its discretion, may
require additional information, and/or inspect the property and neighboring properties.

PLAN REVIEW AND INSPECTION FEE

Each application for the registration of a geothermal exchange system shall be accompanied by a fee
established by the Livingston County Board of Health payable to the Livingston County Health
Department. This fee shall not be refundable in the event that an individual decides not to construct or
modify the exchange system.

REGISTRATION OF GEOTHERMAL EXCHANGE SYSTEM CONTRACTORS

All individuals who install geothermal exchange systems in Livingston County shall be registered

annually with the Livingston County Health Department on forms prescribed by the Livingston County

Health Department. A registration fee shall be established by the Board of Health. The registration shall
5l

expire on December 31 of the year of issue.

INSPECTIONS

The Livingston County Health Department shall be notified by telephone or in writing at least 24 hours
prior to the commencement of any work to construct or modify a geothermal exchange system for which
a registration has been issued or to seal a geothermal exchange system.

Before grouting and back filling is started, an inspection shall be made by the Livingston County Health
Department to determine if full compliance of the Ordinance has been met.

CLOSED LOOP WELL ABANDONMENT

Closed loop wells shall be sealed in accordance with the Illinois Private Water Well Construction Code .
The Livingston County Health Department shall be notified by telephone or writing at least twenty-four
(24) hours prior to the commencement of any work to abandon a closed loop well.
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SECTION 13
ENFORCEMENT PROVISIONS

SUSPENSION, REVOCATION OR REFUSAL TO RENEW

For serious or repeated violations of any provision of this Ordinance or for interference with the
Livingston County Health Department in performance of its duties, the Livingston County Health
Department may suspend, revoke or refuse to renew any license or registration.

(A)

(B)

©

(D)

Prior to such action, the Livingston County Health Department shall notify the licensee or
registrant in writing, stating the reason for which the license or registration is subject to
suspension, revocation or non-renewal.

The Livingston County Health Department may provide an opportunity for a pre-
hearing conference in order for the licensee or registrant to show cause why the
Livingston County Health Department should not proceed with license or registration
suspension, revocation or non-renewal.

Should the Livingston County Health Department proceed with license or registration
suspension, revocation or non-renewal, the Livingston County Health Department shall
notify the licensee or registrant that the license or registration is suspended, revoked, or
not renewed five (5) days following the serving of said notice.

Such suspension, revocation or non-renewal shall then be effective unless a request or

a hearing is filed with the Livingston County Health Department by the licensee or
registrant within five (5) day period.

REVOCATION

If after the permit or registration has been issued, the Livingston County Health Department finds that
the information submitted on the application was falsified or inaccurate, or if the violations found during
the inspection are not corrected, or if the Livingston County Health Department is interfered with in
performance of its duties, the permit or registration may be revoked. Prior to such action, the Livingston
County Health Department shall notify the permit or registration holder in writing, stating the reason for
which the permit or registration is subject to revocation.

(A) The Livingston County Health Department may provide an opportunity for a pre-hearing

(B)

conference in order for the permit or registration holder to show cause why the Livingston
County Health Department shall not proceed with permit or registration revocation.

Should the Livingston County Health Department proceed with permit or registration
revocation, the Livingston County Health Department shall notify the permit or
registration holder that the permit or registration is revoked five (5) days following the
serving of said notice.



(C) Such revocation shall then be effective unless a request for a hearing his filed with the
Livingston County Health Department by the permit or registration holder within such
five (5) day period.

RESERVED

ISSUANCE OF NOTICE

Whenever the Livingston County Health Department determines that a violation of any provision of this
Ordinance has occurred, The Livingston County Health Department shall give notice to the person
responsible for such violation.

(A) Notices provided for under this section shall be deemed to have been properly served when
written notice has been delivered personally to the person responsible, or such notice has
been sent by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, to the last known address
of the person. :

(B) A copy of such notice shall be filed with the records of the Livingston County Health
Department

HEARINGS
The hearings provided for in this Ordinance shall be conducted by a quorum of the members of the

Board of Health at a time and place designated by the Board within thirty (30) days of the date on which
the written request was filed.

Notification- The petitioner for the hearing shall be notified of the time and place of the hearing
no less than five 95) days prior to the date on which the hearing is to be held.

Findings- Based upon the record of such hearing, the Board of Health shall make a finding and
shall sustain, modify or rescind any official notice or order considered in the hearing.

Written Report- A written report of the hearing decision shall be furnished either personally or
by certified mail to petitioner by the Board of Health.

EMERGENCIES

Whenever the Livingston County Health Department finds that an emergency regarding a violation of
this Ordinance exists, which requires immediate action to protect the public health, it may without any
administrative procedure and without notice or hearing bring action for temporary injunction to require
that such action be taken as the court may deem necessary to meet the emergency.

(A) Notwithstanding any other provision in this Ordinance, such order shall be effective
immediately.

(B) Such action shall be brought by the State’s Attorney of Livingston County.



(C)  When, in the opinion of the Livingston County Health Department, the emergency
conditions are abated, the Livingston County Health Department may request that the
temporary injunction be canceled.

RESERVED

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

Any person, firm or corporation affected by the decisions, rules or regulations of the Livingston
County Health Department of Livingston County, Illinois may have the decision of said Livingston
County Health Department reviewed in the Circuit Court of Livingston County, Illinois. The
provisions of the “Administrative Review Act” of the state of Illinois approved May 8, 1945, and
enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Illinois and all amendments and modifications
therof, and the rules adopted pursuant therto shall apply to and govern all proceedings for the judicial
review of final administrative decisions of said Livingston County Health Department. The term
“Administrative Decisions” is defined in Section 1 of said “Administrative Review Act.”

SECTION 14
VIOLATIONS

Any person violating any provision of this ordinance, upon conviction, shall be fined not less than
twenty five dollars ($25.00) nor more than five hundred ($500.00) dollars each day the violation
continues shall constitute a distinct and separate offense. There shall be no incarceration for violations
of this Ordinance. Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be issued
an order to remedy such violations. The order shall specify the violations and the date by which they
shall be remedied. Failure of the person to remedy the violations by the date specified in the order shall
constitute a business offense punishable by a fine not to exceed seven hundred and fifty ($750.00)
dollars, with each day subsequent to such date that the violations remain uncorrected as a separate
offense. In addition, the State’s Attorney may bring action for an injunction to restrain such violation, or
to enjoin the operation of any such establishment.

SECTION 15
UNCONSTITUTIONALITY CLAUSE

In any case where a provision of this ordinance is found to be in conflict with a provision of any zoning,
building, fire, safety, or health ordinance, or code of Livingston County, the provision which, in the
judgment of the Livingston County Public Health Department, establishes the higher standard for the
promotion and protection of the health and safety of the people, such ordinance or code shall prevail. In
any case where a provision of this ordinance is found to be in conflict with a provision of any other
Ordinance or Code of Livingston County which establishes a lower standard for the promotion and
protection of the health and safety of the people, the provisions of this ordinance shall be deemed to
prevail, and such other ordinances or codes are hereby declared to be repealed to the extent that they may
be found in conflict with this ordinance.






